
Mini-Holland… 
good for local businesses

www.wesupportmh.wordpress.com

What is “Mini-Holland”?
Watham Forest has won £30 million from TfL for 
improvement to walking and cycling. Mini-Holland 
schemes include improving main roads, making our 
streets safer and more attractive, extra cycle parking, 
and residential road closures.

What about my business?
Making our shopping streets more attractive means more 
people on foot and on bikes, and more footfall for your 
business and new opportunities for custom. 
It is likely your business is already visited by more people 
walking and cycling than you think.  And protected space for 
bikes on main roads and other cycling measures have been 
repeatedly shown to increase sales in nearby shops.
Council officers are working with businesses on streets 
affected to ensure deliveries, access and services will be 
taken into account. As part of this, they are conducting 
parking and access surveys.

Did you know?
•  Research shows making places better for walking 

can boost footfall and trading by up to 40%.

•  International and UK studies have shown that 
pedestrians spend up to six times more than people 
arriving by car. 

•  In London town centres in 2011, walkers spent 
£147 more per month than those arriving by car.

•  A survey conducted in spring 2015 in Lea Bridge 
Road showed businesses believed that 63% of their customers arrived by car;  
but a survey of visitors to the street revealed that only 20% had.
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Why all the fuss?
Our council has won £30m TfL funding to make our streets more attractive for walking, and 
to introduce measures to make our roads safer for the many people who want to cycle.
This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. If we don’t remove rat running traffic and build 
cycle tracks our funding will be taken away.

What will Mini-Holland give us?
•  Safer streets by removing through traffic, encouraging active travel such as walking, 

scooting and cycling... more fun and greater independence for young and old.

•  Better pavements, lighting, crossings, public spaces, trees.

•  Closer and calmer communities – less through traffic on residential roads encourages 
friends and neighbours to meet, talk, socialise and play.

•  Fewer cars, vans and lorries, which means less pollution.

•  High quality cycle facilities such as protected tracks and cycle parking.

•  Healthier lives for more local people, and reduced costs to the NHS by tackling the 
obesity epidemic, depression and other health issues.

•  Plus our community will be blazing an inspirational trail, demonstrating solutions to our 
many environmental crises including our growing population... we can build more homes 
but not more roads or parking spaces.

Before Mini-Holland After Mini-Holland

Want to know more? 
wesupportmh.wordpress.com

Want to help? 
Find us on Facebook! 
Search: We Support WF Mini Holland

Who are we?
A group of local people who believe Mini-
Holland will create a better community for all. 


